
 
 
 

Your Ideal Deal Worksheet 
Whether you are new to local investing or you have a bit of experience, it can be a helpful 
exercise to take some time to identify the target profile of the businesses you hope to connect 
your capital with.  

If you are working with an investment advisor, it will be best to schedule a meeting with them to 
fill this worksheet in together so it can be included in your Investment Policy Statement (IPS). If 
you are managing your own investments, we hope you find this to be a helpful tool as you 
explore the local capital market landscape around you. 

 

List the top 3 geographic locations you would like your capital to support. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

List the top 3 types of founders you would like your capital to support (ex: women, people of 
color, LGBTQ). 

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Referencing the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, circle the top 3 challenges 
your capital will solve. 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals


 
 
 

Do you want your capital to be aligned with a specific faith? 

 

 

 

Which scenario feels most comfortable to you:  

A. Make a small impact with just one or two companies over a period of years. 

B. Make a small impact with many companies over a period of years. 

C. Make a modest impact with just two or three companies over a period of years. 

D. Make a large impact with multiple investments to one company over a period of years. 

 

When do you need this capital to be returned to you?  

A. Less than 2 years  

B. 2-5 years  

C. 5-10 years  

D. More than 10 years  

  

Imagine you finally made an investment with a local company. A year later the company failed, 
and you lost your investment. How do you imagine you would feel?  

A. Angry. I might call the owners to find out what happened and demand my money back.  

B. Jaded. I might hold off on doing anything again for a long time.  

C. Surprised. I might wonder what I could have done to help them succeed.  

D. Not so surprised. I might have known this was coming and tried to help prevent it.  

 

What type of investment, on the surface, feels most comfortable for you? 

A. Debt (loans) 

B. Something in-between, like a revenue sharing or royalty agreement 

C.  Equity (ownership)   

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Using the key below, add up your answers to the four questions above to get your Investment 
Approach score.  

A = 1  B = 2  C = 3    D = 4  

Score Possible Risk level Target Return Deal Type 

4-6 Low 0-4% Simple interest loan 

7-11 Moderate 4-8% Revenue share loan 

12-16 High 8%+ Equity 

 

 

Your ideal deal looks something like this…  

 

I am looking for a  (debt, equity, rev share)  offering from a company in  (locations) 

     that provides  (impacts/sectors)     

         and is founded by  (types of 

founders)       . It would be ideal for me if the 

investment were aligned with  (other values, such as faith or specific initiatives)  

             

  and the principal could be returned to me by  (target date)   . 

Now What?  

1. Take this to your financial advisor and have a conversation about how they might be able 
to assist you in finding Your Ideal Deal.  

2. Take this with you to investment pitches you attend in your community, to keep your 
targets top of mind.  

3. Put this in your investment folder so the next time an opportunity presents itself you can 
see if it fits Your Ideal Deal.  

  



 
 
 

This worksheet is intended to jumpstart your risk tolerance analysis relative to local private market 
community investments. This worksheet should be part of a larger analysis that considers all aspects of 
your life to determine your tolerance and ability to accept risk. All investments carry risk. Local 
investments carry specific risks that market investments often do not, including the risk of losing your 
entire investment or being unable to sell your investment (also known as default and liquidity risk, 
respectively). You should consult a qualified financial professional when considering investment 
options. This worksheet is not intended to provide financial advice and cannot replace a holistic and 
rigorous financial planning process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Local Investing Resource Center gratefully acknowledges the significant contributions of 
Revalue LLC to the creation of this document and other materials on our website. Revalue LLC 
is a values-based investment advisory, a Certified B Corporation, and a Chartered Sustainable 
Responsible Impact Investing Counselor, based in Ypsilanti, MI. This work was funded by a 
grant from the Investor Protection Trust, www.investorprotection.org. 

https://www.revalueinvesting.com/

